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A  P U B L I C A T I O N  O F  T H E  F R E D  H A R T  W I L L I A M S  G E N E A L O G I C A L  S O C I E T Y   
R E S E A R C H I N G  A N D  P R E S E R V I N G  A F R I C A N  A M E R I C A N  F A M I L Y  H I S T O R Y  S I N C E  1 9 7 9  

FHWGS  

NEWSLETTER 

Part 1: Breakthroughs & Discoveries           
Members share recent research findings in this popular program segment. 
Part 2: Genealogy 101   Presenter:  Peggy Sawyer Williams  
Ms. Williams, experienced genealogist and FHWGS Immediate Past President, will lead a workshop for 
genealogy neophytes. This experience is also beneficial for members in need of a refresher course. A 
nominal fee covers production costs for the Getting Started – How to Begin materials that will be used 
during the session. PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED for limited seating. Please call 313.863.0029, 
by September 7, to reserve your spot and materials packet (Packet Fee: $3.00 each, payable at the 
FHWGS Genealogy Information Station.) Following the session, interested Society members and guests 
will tour the Burton Historical Collection to learn about the extensive research resources available for 
library patrons. Participants are encouraged to stay and conduct research after the tour.  

Co-Sponsored by: Fred Hart Williams Genealogical Society, Detroit Society for Genealogical Research,  
Detroit Public Library Friends Foundation and St. Andrews Society of Detroit 

An all day seminar where nationally known genealogists share their expertise through lectures and open 
discussions. This free event has something for every genealogist. All presentations will be held in 
Friends Auditorium. Call 313-481-1401 or visit www.detroitpubliclibrary.org for a complete schedule and 
registration information. 
Presenter: Tony Burroughs (FUGA) will lecture on the following topics: 
11:00 a.m. ð 12:00 p.m. The Nature of Genealogy      
2:30 p.m. ð 3:30 p.m. Did Your Ancestor Serve in the Civil War? 
 
Presenter: Dr. Deborah Abbott (AAGS & FGS) will lecture on the following topics: 
12:15 p.m. ð 1:15 p.m.   Using Manuscripts in African American Research 
3:45 p.m. ð 4:45 p.m.     Critical Thinking in Genealogical Research:  
           A Case Study Using Oral History 

Title: Freedom Riders Fighting to Be Free   Presenter:  John Hardy 
In 1961, retired Detroit teacher and actor, John Hardy was a 21 year old student at Tennessee State 
University in his native Nashville, when he joined the Freedom Corps movement to register  
disenfranchised blacks to vote in Mississippi. Join us in honoring Mr. Hardyôs courage and commitment 
as he shares the harrowing experiences that he and his fellow ñFreedom Ridersò endured as they fought 
to end segregation in the Deep South.   
 The Detroit Public Library will host the powerful Freedom Riders exhibit beginning October 5th ï November 2nd at the Main Library. The exhibit 

created in partnership with the PBS series, American Experience, enhanced by companion audio, tells the story of the rides of 1961 through vivid 
archival photos and newspaper clippings that document this pivotal event in the Civil Rights Movement.   

MEETING SCHEDULE: SEPTEMBERñNOVEMBER 2011  

10:30 A.M. ð 12:30 P.M.  
 

Detroit Public Library, Main Branch 

F R E D  H A R T  W I L L I A M S  G E N E A L O G I C A L  S O C I E T Y  

Saturday, September 10  10:30 A.M. – 12:30 P.M.   Old Fine Arts Room, DPL 

Saturday, September 24    6th Annual Family History Festival:   DPL, Main Branch 

                                                            Not Far From the Tree                                                                                                                                   

Saturday, October 1 10:30 A.M. – 12:30 P.M.           Old Fine Arts Room, DPL 

Membership Dues  

Membership Attendance 

Contents 

  MEMBERS GUESTS TOTAL 

1/8/2011  15  70 85 

2/5/2011  55 25  80 

3/5/2011  37  27  64 

4/2/2011 38 21 59 

5/7/2011 43 14 57 

6/4/2011 23 6 29 

Membership dues are payable each year in 
September. The membership year runs  

September ï August. Please send your check 
with the enclosed Membership form to FHWGS 
% BHC/DPL, 5201 Woodward Avenue, Detroit, 
MI 48202. Forms can also be printed at 

www.fhwgs.org  
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5201 Woodward Avenue 
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fhwgsmail@yahoo.com 
 
An electronic version of this issue has 
been posted to our website:  
www.fhwgs.org 
Click on Newsletter 

http://www.detroitpubliclibrary.org/
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Dear Members: 
 
Welcome back! While you hopefully have been enjoying a relaxing and fun-filled  
hiatus, members of the FHWGS Board of Directors and Standing Committees have 
been convening throughout the summer reorganizing, updating, purging, and 
 evaluating the Societyôs operational needs, and programming plans. The analysis 
presented some unavoidable realities when examining our requisite annual  
expenses. Outlay for essential benefits and services has steadily increased,  
including:  printing costs for meeting and program agendas, resource materials 
 and other handouts; membership forms and brochures; program schedules; 
 newsletter production and printing; postage for mailings; website maintenance;  
genealogy charts, and more. 
 
After careful review, and noting that it has been 10+ years since the last dues increase, as well as surveying 
membership fees and benefits for genealogical and historical societies around the country, board members 
concluded that rising expenses calls for an increase in dues to maintain quality programs and activities at 
FHWGS. An enclosed membership renewal form reflects the necessary increase.  
 
Your volunteer board thanks you, as stalwart members, for your invariable support as we make every effort to 
produce quality programs and beneficial services needed to sustain your educational and personal growth in 
the field of genealogical research. We encourage you to share your experiences at meetings, exchange  
research findings, deposit your compiled family histories with the Society, and to actively participate in all  
ancillary endeavors pertaining to FHWGS. Dues are payable each year in September.  Membership benefits  
include: 
 

¶New members receive a ñbeginners packetò containing various charts, forms, research tips, information                                 
flyers and reference sheets regarding specific types of records, and other information to help them ñGet 
Startedò in their genealogical research in an organized method. 

 

¶All new members receive a membership card. Existing members receive a renewal sticker for the current 
year to be placed on the back of their membership card. 

 
¶Annual FHWGS organizational memberships in the following societies: Federation of Genealogical 

          Societies (FGS) www.fgs.org  and Michigan Genealogical Council (MGC) www.mimgc.org 

¶Opportunities to network with fellow genealogists at membership meetings. Participation in Regional       

State Clubs, facilitated by veteran FHWGS members, that meet throughout the year. 

¶Yearly subscription to FHWGS Newsletter published two times a year, issued in August and December. 
News of FHWGS activities, articles written by members and other contributors, tips for beginners, how-to 
articles, bibliographies, membersô success stories and many other valuable entries are featured in each 
issue. 

 

¶Educational Programs, workshops and meetings with knowledgeable and helpful speakers held on the 
first Saturday of each Month, September through May, 10:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. at the Detroit Public 

Library, Main Branch, unless otherwise noted. There are no meetings in December, July and August. 

¶The Annual Karl Hamilton Field Trip to a historical site, research facility, or cultural institution of interest 

on the first Saturday in June. 

It remains an honor and privilege to serve as your President and I thank you for your confidence and  
encouragement. As we focus on our immediate and future goals during this program year, let family, friends 
and colleagues know about the superb work being done by your fellow Society members. Actively recruit and 
bring friends with you to meetings and related events. Your membership, participation, and input will ensure 
that FHWGS continues to flourish as a conduit for change in the disciplines of genealogy and history.  
 
With warm regards, 
Leslie C. Strong Williams 
President 

2011 ï 2012  Program Year  
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MEETING SCHEDULE 2011— continued from pg. 1 

Part 1: Organizing Your Ancestor, Pedigree & Family Group Charts   
Part 2: Regional State Clubs Breakout Sessions  

In this popular annual program, FHWGS Group Facilitators will lead discussions, assist members with roadblocks, exchange research tips and 
other pertinent information with members and guests conducting research in specific states.  

 

Saturday, November 5, 2011                                                      10:30 A.M. ð 12:30 P.M.             Old Fine Arts Room, DPL 
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FHWGS Board of Directors Update: 

 

On behalf of the membership, Iôd like to welcome and thank our new First Vice President, Board Member Maurice Sanders, who amiably 
agreed to assume the office as our former First VP and Membership Chair Felicia Lewis Williams moved to a new capacity along with 
Board Member Rochelle Danquah. We express heartfelt thanks to Felicia and Rochelle for their many years of outstanding service in  
support of the Societyôs initiatives, mission and goals. We are delighted that they will continue to be involved with the Society in their new 
role as Advisory Board Members.  In addition, Iôd like to welcome Karen Flanagain, Managing Editor of the FHWGS newsletter, to the 
Board of Directors. We appreciate Karenôs infectious enthusiasm and active participation in the Society.  
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The Annual Karl Hamilton Field Trip to a historical site -  
Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti, June 4, 2011 

                       EDITORõS CHOICE GENEALOGY RESOURCES AND BOOKS 

 Free Obituary SearchFind Out Almost Anyone's Obituary, Cemetery Listing or Death Record! 
Obituaries.Archives.com 
Search Genealogy Records:Newspaper archive 1690-today Millions of obituaries and more! 
www.GenealogyBank.com 
Free Genealogy SearchSearch billions of names for free! Try our new search engine today. 
www.mocavo.com 
Blank Family TreeCreate and Print Your Family Tree Easy and Free! 
www.myheritage.com 
Surname ResearchDiscover Your Roots and Become Part of World's Online Family Tree. 
www.GeneBase.com 
Indian Genealogy Records4,000,000,000+ Family History Names Find Your Ancestors! 
www.FamilyLink.com/Genealogy 
FInd Your Family HistoryOver 4 Billion Names. 3-Day Free Trial. Start Now! 
WorldVitalRecords.com/FamilyHistory 
FreeTracing Family HistoryShare Family History, Life Stories Events, Gift Ideas, Recipes Free 

www.FamilyCrossings.com 

P r e s i d e n t ô s  P a g e 
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http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BvCASr_JKToTWNIGiqwGp1fTRCd2J_ZACparykh2l0rHZYbDbBhABGAEgpOWlAigKOABQqunAnAFgyca5iZCk6A-QAQKgAcfYze4DsgEad3d3LmZhbWlseXRyZWVtYWdhemluZS5jb226AQhmcF9hbF9scMgBAdoBM2h0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmZhbWlseXRyZWVtYWdhemluZS5jb20vc2
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http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BSS3cr_JKToTWNIGiqwGp1fTRCerVvLUCsvCt8TTAjbcB4MUIEAMYAyCk5aUCKAo4AFDqp5rb_f____8BYMnGuYmQpOgPkAECsgEad3d3LmZhbWlseXRyZWVtYWdhemluZS5jb226AQhmcF9hbF9scMgBAdoBM2h0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmZhbWlseXRyZWVtYWdhemluZS5jb20vc2VjdX
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BTXB0r_JKToTWNIGiqwGp1fTRCYeC4OwBr5eQhx7AjbcBsL0QEAQYBCCk5aUCKAo4AFDUvcmP-v____8BYMnGuYmQpOgPkAECoAH5zqn6A7IBGnd3dy5mYW1pbHl0cmVlbWFnYXppbmUuY29tugEIZnBfYWxfbHDIAQHaATNodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYW1pbHl0cmVlbWFnYXppbmUuY2
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BEBGZr_JKToTWNIGiqwGp1fTRCf2yz74Bo7PzrAXAjbcBsMwLEAUYBSCk5aUCKAo4AFCsiJhhYMnGuYmQpOgPkAECoAH_r7T9A7IBGnd3dy5mYW1pbHl0cmVlbWFnYXppbmUuY29tugEIZnBfYWxfbHDIAQHaATNodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYW1pbHl0cmVlbWFnYXppbmUuY29tL3NlY3
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http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BMeQtr_JKToTWNIGiqwGp1fTRCbrSo_MBkpfLvhjAjbcB8IQOEAcYByCk5aUCKAo4AFDe5cOEAWDJxrmJkKToD5ABAqABtqua_QOyARp3d3cuZmFtaWx5dHJlZW1hZ2F6aW5lLmNvbboBCGZwX2FsX2xwyAEB2gEzaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFtaWx5dHJlZW1hZ2F6aW5lLmNvbS9zZW
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Bk454r_JKToTWNIGiqwGp1fTRCdy3s6gBgJHx9AzAjbcB8JMJEAgYCCCk5aUCKAo4AFCK2OECYMnGuYmQpOgPkAECoAHStpT7A7IBGnd3dy5mYW1pbHl0cmVlbWFnYXppbmUuY29tugEIZnBfYWxfbHDIAQHaATNodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYW1pbHl0cmVlbWFnYXppbmUuY29tL3NlY3


RECAPS  OF JANUARY – JUNE 2011 PROGRAMS 

 
Saturday, January 8, 2011:     The Crosswhite Case  
The program, in commemoration of the Sesquicentennial of the U.S. Civil War, was presented in collaboration with the Lansing Area African 
American Genealogical Society at the Library of Michigan. FHWGS members carpooled to Lansing to hear Bryan Prince, author, historian, and 
director of the Buxton National Historical Site and Museum and his wife Shannon, curator of the BNHSM, deliver their re-enactment of the  
historic case. Shannon in period clothing portrayed Sarah Crosswhite while Bryan delivered the narrative describing the story of Adam, Sarah 
and their four childrenôs daring escape from slavery in Kentucky to freedom in Marshall, near Battle Creek. When some men later showed up 
and tried to take the family back to Kentucky, Marshall citizens staged a protest while friends helped the Crosswhite family escape to Detroit and 
finally to Canada.  The Princesô, descendants of slaves who arrived in Canada before the Civil War, farm the land owned by Adam and Sarah 
Crosswhite in North Buxton, Ontario, Canada.  
 
Saturday, February 5, 2011:  Annual African American History Month Program 
Indigenous Roots: Some Genealogical Sources and Resources 
Librarian Deborah Tuckerôs exceptionally in depth program detailed the resources and sources researchers might use to delve into their Native 
American ancestry. Supported by a beautiful display and other visuals, books from her personal collection, notes and related materials, Ms. 
Tuckerôs presentation explored the interwoven lives and ties between Americans of African descent and the first people of the Americas. In  
addition, Ms. Tucker generously prepared and distributed packets of invaluable resource materials to Society members and guests. 
 
 
Saturday, March 26, 2011:  Michigan in Perspective: The Local History Conference, MSU Management Center, Troy, MI 
The Black Descendants of Old Ann Arbor 
Society President Leslie C. Williams served as moderator. The panel facilitated by FHWGS member Omer Jean Winborn, included:  Ophelia 
Brown and Shirley Beckley. In 2006, concerned Ann Arbor natives, organized a book project, spearheaded by the panelists, documenting an 
accurate picture of historic Black Ann Arbor. Video vignettes brought their community to life as they shared stories of their families,  
neighborhoods, churches, politics, and achievements. The group has produced a series of calendars promoting the project and their ongoing 
research in preparation for the publication of the book. Audience members participated in a lively discussion at the end of the presentation. 
Thank you to FHWGS member Linda Webb who served as technical assistant and to Board Member Maurice Sanders who captured the session 
on video for the FHWGS archives.  
 
Saturday, April 2, 2011:  Our Lady of Victory: The Saga of an African-American Catholic Community 
Presented in collaboration with the Burton Historical Collection, Author and FHWGS member Shirley Slaughter recalled her experiences growing 
up as an African American in Detroitôs Catholic Community.  Her love of history and desire to chronicle this significant story compelled her to 
write a book about her church, Our Lady of Victory. She shared, via video and narration, their triumphs and development of strong roots despite 
the struggles and tensions between African American parishioners, the church hierarchy and regressive government policies. Many of Ms. 
Slaughterôs classmates and fellow parishioners from Our Lady of Victory were in the audience. Her powerful lecture was followed by an  
autograph and book sales session.  
 
Saturday, May 7, 2011:   Annual Meeting & Elections 
The election was conducted by Board Member and Nominations Chairperson, Bryant Jenkins.  Three (3) Board of Directors were on the ballot 
for re-election. Those unanimously re-elected for the term ending in 2013 are as follows:  Anthony Crutchfield, Lillian Holland and Constance 
Wall. Society President, Leslie C. Williams presented Certificates of Appreciation to current Board Members and to the following members for 
their dedication, time and years of service in support of the Societyôs programs and activities: Ruth Beverly, Joann Marie Davis, Karen Flanagain, 
Connie Porter, Doris Williams, and Omer Jean Winborn. In addition, certificates were presented to program presenters: Shirley Beckley and 
Ophelia Beckley. A Special Recognition Award was presented to Dr. Deborah Abbott.  
 

In the formal program, one of our favorite genealogists, FHWGS member, and President of the African American Genealogical Society,  

Cleveland, Ohio, Dr. Deborah Abbott, was the featured lecturer. In Ask Dr. Abbott: An Open Forum for Family Research Questions, 
stumped Society members submitted their most challenging research questionséseeking assistance and tips to help them navigate their way 
through those forks in the road.  In response, Dr. Abbott presented examples of case studies using Power Point, the Internet, guide books and 
other constructive resources. After taking additional questions from the floor, Dr. Abbott kindly took the time to consult one on one with a few 
frustrated members at the end of the program. 
 

 

Volume 30, Issue 1                                 FHWGS Newsletter  FALL –WINTER 2011             Detroit, Michigan             

P a g e  4  



P a g e  5  

Volume 30, Issue 1                                 FHWGS Newsletter  FALL –WINTER 2011               Detroit, Michigan             

Community Outreach and Collaborations   

Saturday, June 4, 2011:   Annual Karl Hamilton Field Trip, Historic Black Sites Tour of Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti, MI 
Exorbitant transportation costs required a change in venue this year. Board member and Planning Committee Chair Tonja Stallings and Co-Chair 
Omer Jean Winborn graciously coordinated an exciting and fun-filled alternative trip. Twenty-six FHWGS members and guests carpooled to the 
Ypsilanti District Library, Whittaker Road Branch, where they were treated to a lovely continental breakfast hosted by Omer Jean. Followed by an 
excellent historical overview of Ypsilantiôs Second Baptist Church founded in 1888, delivered by church official Mr. Al Robinson. A video featuring 
oral histories from longtime residents of Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti and a Power Point presentation by, FHWGS members and local residents, Linda 
Webb and Omer Jean Winborn wrapped-up the formal program. Participants then boarded a bus, provided by Second Baptist Church, for a tour of 
significant sites in Ypsilanti and a walking tour of the historic residential and business district in downtown Ann Arbor. Everyone survived the hot 
temperatures while enjoying the Ann Arbor African American Festival and lunch at a restaurant of their choice. Thank you to Tonja and Omer Jean, 
and other committee members for organizing another gratifying field trip experience. Thank you also to Maurice Sanders for shooting a beautiful 
group picture of the field trip participants. 

Cont.  RECAPS  OF JANUARY – JUNE 2011 PROGRAMS 

Black History Month Programs at Farmington Community Library in the Main Library Auditorium: 
The following programs were presented by FHWGS Advisory Board Members: African-American Genealogy for Intermediate – Advanced  
Researchers on February 22 and The Underground Railroad Movement in Farmington and Oakland County on February 23 by genealogist 
and historian Rochelle E. Danquah. Genealogist Felicia Lewis-Williams presented African-American Genealogy for Beginners on February 13. 
 
February 26, 2011:  African American History Month Program at the Detroit Historical Museum 
Our Underground Railroad Story: The Descendants Speak of the River 
An eight member panel presentation sponsored by the DHM Black Historic Sites Committee included: Society President Leslie C. Williams present-
ing the story of her third great grandfather, abolitionist William Webbôs noteworthy role in the Underground Railroad; De Witt S. Dykes, Jr., first 
President of FHWGS and Oakland University history professor, presenting the African American experience during the pre-Civil War era; and  
Society member Betty DeRamus, author and retired newspaper journalist, presenting in third person the survival tactics of Isaac and Sally Williams 
during enslavement. The event was filmed by C-Span and aired on April 9 on C-Span 3. Thank you to FHWGS members in the audience, and 
Board Member Maurice Sanders for videotaping an archival copy for our files. 

 
May ð August  2011: We Are A Musical People , Detroit Public Library, Main Branch 
The seventh annual exhibit celebrating Black Music Month is presented in collaboration with the E. Azalia 
Hackley Collection, DPL; First Circle, Inc.; and FHWGS. Society President Leslie C. Williams served as  
curator for the FHWGS exhibit case. At the request of the exhibit planning 
committee, the story, of Harry P. Guy, 1870 ï 1950, pianist, composer and Ragtime performing artist was 
expanded to include sheet music and covers from the Hackley Collection as well as more genealogical infor-
mation pertaining to his immediate family.  Mr. Guy is a second cousin, twice removed (two generations) of 
Society member Peggy Sawyer-Williams.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
July 6, 2011:   A History of Me and My Family Tree, Summer in the City Peace Camp, 
Fort Street Presbyterian Church  
Society President Leslie C. Williams presented a beginning genealogy program and  
activity for kids in kindergarten ï 8th grade. Her presentation included the story of her 
ancestor William Webb, abolitionist and Underground Railroad operative. She shared her 
extensive family tree, family photos and artifacts in the auditorium before all the children 
and staff followed by a lively Q&A. The 4th -8th graders moved to the classroom where they 
created a make and take ñMy Family Storyò booklet. The energetic younger children  
received a take home packet to assemble with their  
family. A fun time was had by all. 

 

Sheet Music Cover  
Harry P. Guy, 1870 ï 1950 

A History of Me and My Family Tree, Summer in the 
City Peace Camp, FSPC 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 

P a g e  6  

Volume 30, Issue 1                                 FHWGS Newsletter  FALL –WINTER 2011               Detroit, Michigan             

MEMBERS SPOTLIGHT   

FHWGSõ MEMBERS OF DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

In 1977, Karen Batchelor, a native  
Detroiter, became the first 
known African American  
Member of Daughters of the 
American Revolution (DAR).  
Determined to help others like her, 
she became a Charter member 
of The Fred Hart Williams  
Genealogical Society and 
served as the  1st Vice-President 
of FHWGS in 1979.   Less than 
two years after she began her 
family research, Karen became 
the first Black woman to become a 
member of the National Society of 
the Daughters of the American 

Revolution (DAR). This success led to her being 
 featured on the front page on the New York Times, 
on ABC's "Good Morning America" show and in many 
publications worldwide.  "There's nothing that gets you 
going down a new path faster than a challenging New 
Year's resolution." That's how Karen Batchelor got 
started tracing her family history - a journey that has 
led her back in time through slavery, the American 
Revolution and beyond. What started as a resolution 
to learn more about her family and celebrate our  

nation's bicentennial has turned into Karen's lifelong passion, maybe even obsession 
for genealogy. Thirty-six years later, she is still "hot on the trail" of ancestors long gone 
but now - not forgotten. Although her Revolutionary War ancestor was a White patriot, 
Karen learned first-hand about the difficulties inherent in doing Black genealogy. These 
days, Karen's research has taken so many twists and turns that she decided it's high 
time she took Alex Haley's advice for her to share her research with others. She is do-
ing just that on her new blog - Extreme Ancestry.com where she hopes you'll stop by 
for a visit. You can also reach Karen by email at contact@extremeancestry.com.  

 
. 

 

http://Ancestry.com
mailto:contact@extremeancestry.com
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MEMBERS SPOTLIGHT  continued 

FHWGSõ MEMBERS OF DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

                                

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

On June 27, 2011, Bennie Latimer  
officially became a member of the  
Daughters of the American Revolution.  Several 
years of research led her to the discovery of her 
esteemed heritage as a member of the DAR.  
Bennie traced her ancestry to a patriot, Edmund 
League, who was born in Amelia County,  
Virginia in December, 1759.  Bennie  
researched documents for years; however, after 
 making contact with a historian in DeKalb 
County, Tennessee, Tommy Webb, she  
discovered that he had numerous documents 
on her family.  She found that he had a slave 
conveyance document (see document) and copies of deeds 
and wills. Some of the documents were not recorded at the county court house but were original 
documents.  If Bennie had never become acquainted with Tommy Webb the historian, she may 
never have realized her unexpected reality.  Prior to finding the research that gained her  

membership in DAR, Bennie discovered an  
ancestor, Charles Phillips (see photo), who served in 
the US Colored Troops (USCT) during the Civil War.  
The finding of Charles Phillips, allowed her to gain  
membership in (1992) the Daughters of Union  
Veterans of the Civil War 1861- 1865.  Bennie started 
her genealogy research quest around 1977. 

Bennie has been a member of the Fred Hart  

Williams Genealogical Society since the late 1970ôs.  

Bennie is a retired teacher and administrator with the 

Detroit Public Schools.  She is an avid arts and  

crafts person and belongs to a quilting club in Detroit. 

. 

 

 
 ABOVEñBENNIE LATIMERõS  
ANCESTORõS SLAVE  

CONVEYANCE DOCUMENT 

 

8 FEB 1844ñ31 OCT 1923 
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Condolences are extended to our FHWGS families for the loss of their loved ones. 
 
Kayson Evans, Grandson of Society First Vice President Maurice W. Sanders, died 24 July 2011 in Virginia Beach VA. Kayson, a very brave 12 
year old had been fighting cancer for over one year. Memorial service, 6 August 2011 at Courthouse Community Methodist Church, Virginia 
Beach VA.  
 
Mrs. Maria Parker (3 August 1924 ï 14 January 2011) the mother of Society member Doris Ray. Services were held Friday,  

21 January 2011 at Andrews and Hardy Funeral Home, Detroit, MI.  

 
 
 
  

Remembering FHWGS Charter/Life Member William òBillyó Smith, June 21, 1922 ð January 31, 2011 
 
ñThe man upstairsò had a plan for me because he kept me on earth so long. Now Iôve joined my wife, my sonéAll the founders and ancestors 
before me. ñThe man upstairsò plans for me are now complete, for we are all together for eternity!   Billy Smith 

        
         
 
The following remarks were delivered by President Leslie C. Williams,  
representing the membership, at a memorial service held in Billy Smithôs honor 
on February 15, 2011 at the Shrine of the Black Madonna of the Pan African 

Orthodox Christian Church, Detroit, MI: 
 

óGood Evening, I am Leslie Williams, President of the Fred Hart Williams  
Genealogical Society. I must preface my remarks by stating that Billy and his  
beloved wife were a team and so we cannot celebrate the life of one without  
celebrating the otheré William W. ñBillyò Smith and his wife Leontine Cole 
Smith were charter members of FHWGS.  Founded in 1979 by the late  
Margaret McCall Thomas Ward, a librarian and archivist, the first African  
American Genealogical Society in the State of Michigan, flourished in part 
because of devoted members like Billy & Leontine.  As ardent supporters and 
promoters of FHWGS, its mission and goals, their copious contributions  
exemplified their dedication and unselfish love for our history and culture, the 
Society and our community. Billy encouraged and supported his loving wife of 
42 years, who served in many capacities as a committee member, workshop 
facilitator, and as a member of the FHWGS Board of Directors. Leontine was 
elected Vice President in 1984-85, and then as the second president of the 
Society serving during the years 1985-1986-1987. After the transition of his 
beloved wife in 2000, Billy continued to participate in the Societyôs anniversary 
celebrations, special programs and activitiesé becoming a Life Member in 
2005. Will the Society members present in the sanctuary please standéOn 
behalf of the Board of Directors and the entire membership of the Fred Hart 

Williams Genealogical Society, I am deeply honored to recognize and celebrate Mr. William W. Smithôs 31 years in service to the preservation of 
our rich history and culture. As we offer our condolences and our prayers to the family for your great loss we acknowledge our deep appreciation 
and gratitude for ñBillyôsò singular service to the Society and the community at large. That dedication never wavered even during his final hours, 
and so Billy & Leontineôs legacy will live on through the many projects that will benefit from his final request. We thank you for the privilege and  
opportunity to offer our deep expressions of gratitude on this day honoring our dear friend and Society member Mr. William ñBillyò Smith.ô  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

TRANSITIONS 



RECAPS CONTINUED 
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Editorial Notes 
FROM THE MANAGING EDITOR 

FHWGS semi-annual newsletter issue features two long-time members of the Fred Hart Williams  
Genealogical Society who through dedication, diligence and divine intervention became  
Daughters of the American Revolution. Fred Hart Williams Genealogical Society played a big role in the  
success of our member spotlight candidates. Both, Karen Batchelor,  the first African American to become a 
member of DAR, and Bennie Latimer (DAR), really never sought after their distinguished titles.  It happened 
because of a strong dedication to scholarly research all in the name of family.  When Karenôs driven motivation 
was to commemorate the birth of her 1st son and when Bennie discovered her familiesô slave conveyance  
document which was in files only a historian knew about, not even recorded, thatôs INCREDIBLE. ð 
 
Karen A. Tate Flanagain , Newsletter Managing Editor  

Anthony Crutchfield, FHWGS Board member, Leslie Strong-
Williams, FHWGS President and Dr. Deborah Abbott, Professor/
Historian 

THE CROSSWHITE CASE 
U.S. Civil War Sesquicentennial Commemoration Program 

Presenters: Bryan & Shannon Prince 
Program presented in collaboration with the  

 Lansing Area African-American Genealogical Society (LAAAGS) 

SHANNON AND BRYAN PRINCE BUXTON MUSEUMñ2011 

President of the African American Genealogical Society,  
Cleveland, Ohio, Dr. Deborah Abbott, was the featured lecturer.  

In Ask Dr. Abbott: An Open Forum for Family Research Questions 



A b o u t  t h e  s o c i e t y  

Detroit Public Library % BHC 
5201 Woodward Ave. 
Detroit, MI  48202 

stamp 

 

WEõRE ON THE WEB 
WWW.FHWGS.ORG 

 
The Societyôs founder, a retired Librarian and Field Archivist, Margaret McCall Thomas Ward (1918-2007), had a vision 
and commitment to research and preserve African American family histories for future generations. In 1979, her idea 
became a reality, with the formation of the Fred Hart Williams Genealogical Society (FHWGS) in the city of Detroit. 
Organizing Committee members, Yvonne Parks-Catchings, DeWitt S. Dykes, Jr., Karen Batchelor,  
Gabrielle Bradby-Greene, Norman McRae Ph.D., and others, including John H.M. Ingram, lll, Edith Martin-Jackson,  
Marguerite Coar-Massey, Leontine Cole-Smith, and Thelma Woodley-Mitchell, supported Margaretôs efforts.  
 
The Society honors the legacy of Fred Hart Williams (1882-1961), a pioneer in collecting and interpreting historical  
materials about African Americans. Throughout his employment as a senior tax clerk for the City of Detroit, he also wrote 
and reported for three newspapers: The Detroit Tribune, The Michigan Chronicle, and the Detroit edition of  
The Pittsburgh Courier.  
 
Historians and writers all over the world are indebted to him for the materials he donated to establish the highly regarded 
E. Azalia Hackley Collection which honors African Americans in the performing arts. The collection is stored at the  
Detroit Public Library. The descendant of a family who came to Detroit on the Underground Railroad,  
Williams served his community as a journalist, author, historian and patron of the arts. Williamsô personal family history 
papers, donated to the Burton Historical Collection, DPL, form an important source of African American History.  
 
 
Today, the FHWGS publishes a newsletter twice a year, and sponsors educational programs and workshops, which  
explain research techniques most useful to persons of African American ancestry. Members are encouraged to share 
their experiences, exchange research finds at meetings, and to deposit their compiled family histories with the Society. 
The Society also collects, preserves and makes available to the public, manuscripts, documents, genealogical records 
and historical materials. Fieldtrips are taken throughout the year to examine historical sites, and collections of family 
history records. 
  

The Society was the first African American Genealogical Society in the State of Michigan.  

F R E D  H A R T  W I L L I A M S  

G E N E A L O G I C A L  

S O C I E T Y  



             Fred Hart Williams Genealogical Society  
Researching and Preserving African American Family History Since 1979 

 
Membership / Renewal Application 

Membership is for one year, September 1 - August 31 

 
Full Name __________________________________________________Date_________ 
 
Maiden Name (Female)_______________________Family Surname(s) ______________ 
 
Address ______________________________City ___________State____ Zip ________ 
 
Phone (    ) ________________________Cell/Business (    ) _______________________  
 
Email___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Check One:            ( ) Renewal                ( ) New Member             ( ) Single - $30.00 
 
( ) Family of 2 (same household) - $40.00    ( ) Junior Genealogist (17 & under) - $5.00 
 
( ) Charter Member - $100.00                               ( ) Life (under 10 years) - $300.00 
 
( ) Life (10 years +) - $150.00         ( ) Patron/Business - $100.00 
 

Please Return Membership Form with payment by check or money order, payable to FHWGS (no cash), to the  
following address: 

                           Fred Hart Williams Genealogical Society Membership 
                           % Detroit Public Library - Burton Historical Collection 
                           5201 Woodward Avenue    Detroit MI  48202-4007  
 
Email: fredhartwilliams@yahoo.com -- Web: www.fhwgs.org -- Visit Fred Hart Williams on Facebook  

________________________________________________________________________ 

 
     For Office Use Only 

 
Date Received ________________________Amount $ __________ For Year (s) ____________ 

 

( ) By Mail   ( ) In Person   ( ) Check # ___________ Bank ______________________________ 
 

( ) Money Order _____________   ( ) Cash ________   Received by: _______________________ 

 
Membership Card Sent/Date ________________ Membership Label Sent/Date ______________ 

 

Data Entry Date ____________________     Other _____________________________________ 

                                                                 
(08/01/11 mws 

 

 

                             

mailto:fredhartwilliams@yahoo.com
http://www.fhwgs.org/

